
White Paper Report

Report ID: 112069

Application Number: HD-51904-14

Project Director: Hollis Robbins (hrobbins@jhu.edu)

Institution: Johns Hopkins University

Reporting Period: 5/1/2014-5/31/2015

Report Due: 8/31/2015

Date Submitted: 9/7/2015



Visualizing	  the	  History	  of	  the	  Black	  Press:	  The	  Black	  Press	  Research	  Collective	  
Newspapers	  Project	  

A	  White	  Paper	  for	  the	  National	  Endowment	  for	  the	  Humanities	  

Hollis	  Robbins	  
Johns	  Hopkins	  University	  

hrobbins@jhu.edu	  

Kim	  Gallon	  
Purdue	  University	  
kgallon@purdue.edu	  

Workshop	  Overview	  

In April 2014, the National Endowment for the Humanities awarded the Black Press 
Research Collective in partnership with the Center for Africana Studies at Johns Hopkins 
University a Level 1 Digital Humanities Start-Up Grant to hold a two-day workshop. The 
workshop allowed black press scholars, librarians, archivists and data visualization experts 
to consider the significance of the black press and the best methods for visualizing its 
history. Twenty-five participants took part in the workshop held at the Sheridan Libraries 
on Hopkins campus on October 10-11, 2014. Participants in the workshop presented work 
on digital archival strategies and newspaper visualization projects and took part in wide-
ranging discussions about the history and the state of research on the black press. This	  
white	  paper	  documents	  the	  workshop	  and	  its	  participants’	  recommendations	  for	  a	  
plan	  to	  visualize	  the	  history	  of	  the	  black	  press.	  	   

Workshop	  Website	  
http://blackpressresearchcollective.org/?p=1000	  
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Workshop Overview 

The workshop was born out of a desire to first recognize the importance of the black 

press in the United States by creating a digital portal for resources and scholarship. 

However, a second and equally significant factor inspired an interest in holding a 

workshop.   Since no large-scale digital humanities project exists on the black press, the 

workshop also provided an opportunity to foster a digital humanities project through a 

cooperative exchange between a cross-section of individuals with different expertise and 

skills.  In this context, a series of questions drove the workshop presentations and 

discussions:  (1) What types of data visualization are most conducive to the history of the 

black press?  (2) How might data visualization shape present and future scholarship on the 

black press?   (3) What are some best practices of data visualization processes and how 

might they be used to create appropriate and relevant visualizations of the black press?   (4) 

What properties of the history of the black press should be realized as data 

visualizations?  (5) What is the range of expressive potentials of data visualization for the 

black press?   (6) What strategies are needed to “free” data from traditional archives to 

generate new discoveries of the history of the black press through visualization?  

The workshop was also animated by the proximity of the oldest and longest African 

American family-owned newspaper, the Afro-American or the AFRO a few short blocks 

away from Hopkins campus.  The AFRO, the Sheridan Libraries, and the Center for 

Africana Studies at Hopkins recently collaborated on a project to make the AFRO archives 

more accessible. This relationship, in addition to the AFRO’s close location, made it 

possible for the AFRO’s publisher and archivist to attend the workshop and share the 
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paper’s history, daily operations and fiscal concerns with the participants.   Like most black 

newspapers in the United States the AFRO has simultaneously advocated for African 

Americans’ rights and created opportunities for black Americans to transform their 

communities.  Founded in 1892 by John H. Murphy Sr. and today run by his great grandson 

John “Jake” Oliver, Jr. the AFRO continues to be a cornerstone of Baltimore and the 

national African American community.   Twenty years later a recent Nielsen-Essence 

survey has named the AFRO the No. 1 paper among black newspapers. The AFRO was the 

first established black newspaper to develop a digital edition in 1995.  The paper also 

continues to break new ground using social media to continue its legacy of service to and 

work in the African American community.    

Together, the questions and the AFRO’s presence, motivated the workshop 

participants to focus their energies and their respective knowledge and skills on establishing 

a plan for a digital visualization project on the history of the black press.  Thus the 

workshop captured the processes by which the participants considered how digital 

technologies might be used to study the ways African Americans have sought to document 

their experience and fight for social justice through black newspapers. 

The State of the Field: Digital Humanities & The Black Press   

The history of black newspapers in the United States is at the core of the African 

American experience.  Recognizing this, scholars of the black press undertook the arduous 

process of looking through bound volumes of newspapers, then microfilm reels.  Now 

scholars have the luxury of digitized newspapers and full-text searching in electronic 

databases.  Yet, despite the presence of digitized newspapers, scholarship on the black press 

has not benefitted from digital innovation. Amazingly, this is in the midst of large-scale 

newspaper digitization projects such as the joint venture between the National Endowment 
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for the Humanities and the Library of Congress, “Chronicling America: Historic American 

Newspapers.”  This project has resulted in the digitization of 1,855 newspapers published 

between 1836-1922.   However, 49 or slightly less than 2.5 percent of them are black 

newspapers. The vast majority of digitized black newspapers, particularly the most 

prominent and influential ones, are located in proprietary databases such as Accessible 

Archives, Readex: African American Periodicals and Proquest Historical Black 

newspapers.  These databases are subscription-based. This means that most students, 

teachers and the general public have a difficult time accessing information pertaining to 

historical black newspapers. In other instances, when black newspapers are freely 

accessible to the general public, the papers lack sufficient digital curation and technology 

necessary for effective searching and use.  

A major effort has been made to address the issue of black newspaper access.   

In 2007, Sheridan Libraries and the Center for Africana Studies at Johns Hopkins 

University collaborated with the AFRO Newspaper Archives and Research Center 

(AANARC), home to one of the oldest and longest published black newspapers, the AFRO 

on the Diaspora Pathways Archival Access Project (DPAAP) in an effort to make black 

newspaper archives more accessible.  Funded by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, the 

DPAAP created online access to descriptions of repository content in the AFRO newspaper 

archives to scholars, teachers, students, and community users through an open, web-based, 

searchable database built upon the Open Archives Initiative Protocol for Metadata 

Harvesting (OAI-PMH). While this project has provided a better view of what types of 

materials are held in the AFRO archive, it has not produced or generated a critical mass of 

work that offer deeper insight into the history of the AFRO newspaper and its role in 
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African American communities. The DPAAP, then, highlighted that the problem with the 

lack of scholarly work on the black press was not simply one of access.   

While access to black press archives continues to be a concern, a larger issue is the 

the lack of a digital infrastructure for work on the black press. The Black Press Research 

Collective (BPRC) was created in the spring of 2013 to fill the void of a sustained digital 

project dedicated to the black press. 

The Black Press Research Collective  

The BPRC is an interdisciplinary group of scholars committed to generating digital 

scholarship about the historical and contemporary role of black newspapers in Africa and 

the African Diasporas.  Drawing on the work of Colin A. Palmer, the term African 

Diasporas refers to the "dispersal" of Africans outside of the African continent who are 

bound together by their struggle against racial oppression. However, and again like Palmer, 

the BPRC also makes a conscious effort to include the African continent in its 

understanding of Diaspora.  Still, the BPRC primarily  focuses its scholarship on 

newspapers published or written by individuals living outside of Africa who have been 

dispersed, either through choice or force, and now live elsewhere. The BPRC strives to 

avoid homogenizing newspapers of the Diaspora but to explore how they operate in 

specific periods and settings.  At the same time, the BPRC is interested in generating new 

methodologies that explore the concept of an African Diasporic press in the formation of 

global communities of people of African descent. 

The BPRC also serves as a repository/archive for the storage, analysis, digitization 

and distribution of material on the study of a global black press.  In this regard, the Black 

Metropolis Research Consortium Survey (BMRC) serves as a model.  The BPRC will serve 

as a “second space” for documentation of materials about black newspapers that are 
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difficult to identify and locate with more traditional research methodology. Finally, BPRC 

is dedicated to encouraging and training new generations of scholars in the study of black 

newspapers and their significance in African Diasporic communities.  Because of the 

distinctive nature and role of newspapers in the Diaspora, the Collective’s work primarily 

focuses on these publications but offer some resources and scholarship on magazines. 

The BPRC’s first foray into grant writing occurred with small internal grants from 

Muhlenberg College where the principal founder worked as an assistant professor of 

history.  These small grants, along with personal funds, enabled the development of a web 

site using the WordPress publishing platform, an undergraduate student research assistant, 

and an outside contractor to develop two geo-spatial visualizations of the black press.   

Regular blog entries discussing new avenues of inquiry and resources on the black press are 

also highlighted on the site along with additional visualizations of black press data.  

The NEH Level 1 Digital Humanities Start-up grant was the first attempt to secure 

external funding and was the basis of the workshop.  The second attempt resulted in an 

American Council for Learned Societies Digital Innovation grant in 2015 to develop a 

series of born-digital books on the black press.  The BPRC also received a BMRC summer 

research grant in 2015 to enhance the Chicago Defender’s Standing Dealers Map, a digital 

map that visualizes the black and white Americans who sold the Defender throughout the 

United States in 1919.   The BPRC plans to create a board of advisors and apply for 

additional funding through the NEH and the U.S. Department of Education for a 

“Technological Innovation and Cooperation for Foreign Information Access” grant to 

create and translate an international archive of black newspapers into English.
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The Workshop: October 10-11-2014  

A number of tasks and activities were conducted prior to the commencement of the 

workshop.  First, a poster was developed to advertise the workshop to the Johns Hopkins 

University community and was posted on the BPRC site for the purpose of informing its 

audience.  An announcement about the workshop was also made on Twitter and the Twitter 

community was encouraged to follow the workshop activities through the tweets of the 

organizer and principal founder of the BPRC.    Finally, a survey about the state of the field 

was administered to a select number of workshop participants who are also black press 

experts.  The participants’ responses were used to help develop the workshop agenda and 

facilitate discussions throughout the workshop sessions. 

        The first day of the workshop opened with an introduction to the BPRC, a review of 

temporally and materially related digital humanities projects in Sheridan libraries and the 

overall goals of the workshop.  John “Jake” Oliver, CEO and publisher of the AFRO made 

the first presentation, a talk on the history of the paper and discussed its entrance into 

digital publishing and news through Facebook.  Oliver’s talk was followed by a keynote 

talk, “From Black Bibliography to the Black Digital: Can the Past Help Us See the Future?” 

by James Danky, an expert on alternative newspapers in America and the African diaspora 

and editor of African-American Newspapers and Periodicals.  Danky provided an overview 

of archival work on black newspapers, the current state and future direction of study and 

scholarly access to traditional and digital archives.  

 Workshop participants’ dialogue with both Oliver and Danky allowed the group to 

contextualize the history of the black press as an essential factor in scholarship on people of 

African descent in the African Diaspora, including the United States.  This discussion 

developed into conversations about the intellectual conception of the project vis-à-vis 

recent and future scholarship that might be developed from data and geographical 
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visualizations on the black press.  In this sense workshop participants acquired a greater 

understanding of issues of accessibility, and a preliminary scope and interpretative 

framework for the project.  Moreover, the shared understanding of the history of the AFRO 

and archival strategies used to preserved and provide access to the black press helped the 

participants form a composite understanding of the specific scholarly and professional 

skills brought together to conduct the workshop.   Some questions that developed from the 

first sessions of the workshop included: How do we preserve an old media moment of 

closure and transition to digital platforms in the information age? Do we need to have a 

journalism school involved in projects visualizing the history of the black press?  How do 

we convince young journalists that they need historical context in order to fully understand 

contemporary newspaper publishing?  

The second half of the workshop’s first day began with a series of presentations and 

roundtable discussions on digital newspaper projects, which included: The Diaspora 

Pathways Archival Access Project, Journalism’s Voyage West, Mining the Recorder, 

Louisville Leader Collection, and Project Gado’s “Case Study Afro American Newspaper.” 

Each presenter defined, and prioritized his or her project’s specific functionalities, levels of 

interactivity, and platform to highlight its maximum utility and flexibility, for research and 

pedagogy.   These presentations spurred discussions on needed technological platforms, 

functionalities, levels of interactivity, content scope, criteria for newspaper selection and 

specific research and technological applications and pedagogical components.  Participants 

determined that studying old media made new through visualization will transform the 

history of the black press into something recognizable to students and inspire scholars to 

develop innovative scholarly projects.	  The end of the first day yielded principles for 
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shaping a pilot digital project on black newspapers and explored the potential for 

collaborating with other institutions and current projects.  

The second day of the workshop began with more presentations on newspaper 

projects and digital archival practices and strategies for preserving black newspapers.  The 

presentations included Mapping Texts, The Black Periodical Literature Project, the Black 

Press Research Collective and “The African American Experience and the Archive.” These 

projects offered participants’ another occasion to assess potential project resource 

requirements which include: staffing, coordination of evaluation and selection process, 

extent of the project in terms of digitized items and degree of interpretive content and 

workflow for digital imaging and platform development.    

The discussions arising out of the second set of presentations revealed common 

approaches and issues across digital projects, despite their various use of tools and 

platforms.  One of most common approaches to visualization that workshop participants 

observed in the presentation was mapping.  There was a shared sentiment that geospatial 

visualizations were effective in displaying the geographic scope of and distribution of 

newspapers.  Preservation and data management was a compelling problem that 

participants identified across projects.  Most of the presenters noted that while their projects 

had preservation and data management plans in place, server space and support was limited 

and often contingent on “soft money” that is derived from grants.  Because of this, data 

management and preservation issues plagued their projects. 

With regard to visualizing black newspapers, workshop participants determined that 

there are some unique concerns.  For example, how should the black press be defined?  

Should the definition include digitized black college student newspapers?  Are newspapers 

published by African immigrants and other African diasporic groups in the United States 
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included in taxonomies the black press?   Are religious newspapers, such as the Christian 

Recorder incorporated into an understanding of the black press?  Workshop participants 

also expressed frustration with not knowing if particular black press data sets exist or where 

they are located to determine the feasibility of visualizing it.  For example, The “Black 

Press Archive” at the Moorland-Spingarn research center at Howard University has no 

digital presence or online guide. 

Participants spent the final session of the workshop in breakout group sessions in an 

effort to articulate recommendations that outlined a clear plan and realistic scope for the 

implementation of a visualization project in terms of participating institutions and potential 

external contributors.  Small group sessions allowed participants time to identify existing 

infrastructure, resources, and expertise at participating institutions that might be applied to 

the pilot project.  Participants worked together to develop an itemized list of project 

requirements that included: platform development, digital imaging, systems requirements; 

new project-specific staffing and scholarly participation (post-doctoral fellows, selection 

team, and project coordinator); item conservation and preservation; resource maintenance 

and sustainability. Discussions also highlighted opportunities for external funding from the 

National Endowment for the Humanities, American Council for Learned Societies and 

Mellon Foundation.  

Conclusions and Recommendations  

The workshop participants spent hours discussing and culling the best examples of 

digital humanities newspaper projects.  Ultimately, they made a series of recommendations 

that would visualize black newspaper data sets using open-source software.  While the 

workshop participants all agreed that a need for a large-scale digital visualization project on 

the black press is vital, they differed over processes that would enable its development.  For 
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example, some participants argued that focus should be placed on locating funding sources 

to support developing harvesting data that could be used to create visualizations at a later 

point.   Other participants remarked that visualizing the networks of individuals and groups 

involved in publishing black newspapers should be a priority of requests for additional 

funding.   The issue of pay walls was of great concern for many of the participants.  The 

vast majority of digitized black newspapers, particularly the most prominent and influential 

ones, are located in proprietary databases such as Accessible Archives, Readex: African 

American Periodicals and Proquest Historical Black newspapers.  These databases are 

subscription-based. This means that most students, teachers and the general public have a 

difficult time accessing information pertaining to the most important historical black 

newspapers.  Some participants suggested that a project dedicated to visualizing data from 

these papers was pressing and should be considered be critical in the next steps for the 

BPRC.  However, participants acknowledged that access and copyright would be issues of 

concern for any project moving in this direction. 

Another group of participants pointed out that historical black newspapers are 

increasingly available online to the public and time and resources would be better served 

capturing the history of these papers through visualization processes.  The most extensive 

publicly accessible collection of black newspapers is located in the Chronicling America 

collection.  At present black newspapers number 46 out of 1,855.  While this number 

represents less than two and a half percent of the total, the collection would still yield 

considerable data sets to visualize.  One question that arose from this discussion was, “How 

would this visualization project differ from previous and current NEH funded projects 

using Chronicling America newspapers such as Mapping Texts and the Archival Discovery 
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Project?”  Many participants suggested that concerted efforts to analyze race through the 

visualization of the black press would make the project unique.  

Even as the participants expressed a difference of opinion with regard to where to 

place the emphasis of a visualization project, they agreed that the technological 

infrastructure need not be heavy or driven by complex digital technologies for a 

visualization project on the black press.  “There are existing platforms, it is just a matter of 

modifying them,” stated one participant.  Some participants favored making a case for the 

special significance of black newspapers by proposing the development of new digital tools 

and facial recognition technologies that might extract visual images such as photographs 

and newspapers from black newspapers.  Nevertheless, all workshop participants agreed 

that the scope of the project would need to be defined first before appropriate digital 

processes and tools could be identified.  Thus questions remained: What subset of data 

from the newspapers would be visualized?   What digital tool or process would be used to 

visualize the data?  What historical and scholarly questions should frame and guide the 

visualization process?  

Although	  the	  workshop	  participants	  were	  tasked	  with	  critically	  thinking	  

through	  the	  implications	  of	  developing	  a	  single	  project	  dedicated	  to	  visualizing	  black	  

newspaper	  data,	  it	  was	  clear	  that	  concerns	  about	  building	  a	  larger	  digital	  

infrastructure	  for	  the	  black	  press	  was	  a	  pressing	  issue	  that	  emerged	  in	  the	  

discussions.	  	  Funding	  was	  an	  obvious	  concern	  but	  workshop	  participants	  also	  stressed	  

the	  human	  labor	  needed	  to	  coordinate	  and	  identify	  existing	  models	  of	  comparable	  

size,	  and	  scale	  to	  develop	  a	  comprehensive	  visualization	  project.	  	  Workshop	  

participants	  recommended	  an	  advisory	  committee	  and	  an	  “appropriate	  institutional	  

home”	  for	  not	  only	  the	  project	  but	  also	  for	  the	  BPRC	  that	  could	  insure	  it	  and	  its	  
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projects	  sustainability.	  	  Potential	  partners	  include	  the	  National	  Newspaper	  Publisher’s	  

Association,	  NEH,	  Schomburg	  Center	  for	  Research	  in	  Black	  Culture,	  Library	  of	  

Congress,	  Association	  for	  the	  study	  of	  African	  American	  Life	  ad	  History,	  and	  the	  

National	  Museum	  of	  African	  American	  History	  and	  Culture.	  	  The	  BPRC,	  according	  to	  

participants,	  should	  make	  an	  intellectual	  argument	  for	  why	  a	  sustained	  and	  focused	  

digital	  project	  on	  the	  black	  press	  is	  valuable	  to	  any	  one	  of	  these	  institution’s	  mission.	  

In the next phase of the project the BPRC will apply for a level 2 NEH Digital 

Humanities Start-up grant, create a born-digital black press e-book series and geo-spatial 

visualizations of African American newspapers’ development in the United States since 

1827.   In developing digital humanities projects on the black press the BPRC strives to 

create innovative means to preserve its history and inspire new research.  
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Appendix 1:	  List	  of	  Participants	  

List of Project Participants 

Staff 

Project Director: Hollis Robbins (Leonard and Helen R. Stulman Professor of 
History, Director of Center for Africana Studies) 

Co-Project Director: Kim Gallon (Assistant Professor of History, Director of 
Africana Studies, Muhlenberg College, Visiting Scholar, Johns Hopkins University, 
Founder of Black Press Research Collective) 

Consultant 
Project Consultant: Moira Hinderer (Visiting Scholar, Johns Hopkins University) 

Participants 

Sayeed Choudhury, Sheridan Libraries, Johns Hopkins University 

Mark Cyzyk (Scholarly Communication Architect, Sheridan Libraries, Johns Hopkins 
University) 

James Danky (Director Emeritus, Center for the History of Print & Digital Culture, 
School of Journalism and Mass Communication, University of Wisconsin-Madison) 

 Benjamin Fagan (Assistant Professor of English, University of Arkansas) 

John Gartrell (Director, John Hope Franklin Research Center for African and African-
American History and Culture, Duke University) 

James Grossman (Executive Director of the American Historical Association, 
Associate Professor History, University of Chicago) 

Debra Newman Ham (Professor of History, Morgan State University) 

Khuram Hussain, Hobart and William Smith Colleges 
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  Rachel Howard, University of Louisville 

Elliot King, (Professor and Chair, Communication Department, Loyola University 
Maryland, Administrator of Media History Exchange) 

JaZette Marshburn (Archivist, Afro-American Newspapers Archives and Research 

Center) Christine Murray (Social Services Data Librarian, Van Pelt Library, 

University of Pennsylvania) 

Geoff McGhee (Creative Director for Media and Communications, Bill Lane Center 
for the American West, Stanford University) 

Scott Nesbit (Associate Director of The Digital Scholarship Lab at the University of 
Richmond) 

 John Jacob“Jake” Oliver, CEO, AFRO-American Newspapers 

Earnest L. Perry, (Faculty Chair and Associate Professor of Journalism, Missouri 
School of Journalism, University of Missouri) 

Kenvi Phillips, Assistant Librarian, Prints/Photographs, Moorland-Spingarn Research 
Center, Howard University) 

Jane Rhodes (Professor and Chair of American Studies, Dean for the Study of Race 
and Ethnicity, Macalester College) 

Thomas Smith (Founder and Project Manager, Project Gado) 

Andrew Torget, (Assistant Professor of History, University of North Texas) 

Chella	  Vaidyanathan,	  (Sheridan	  Libraries,	  Johns	  Hopkins	  University)	  
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Appendix	  3	  –	  Workshop	  Schedule	  

Visualizing the History of the Black Press in the United States 
NEH Workshop 

JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY  
BALTIMORE, MD  

OCTOBER 10-11 2014 

WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 

Friday, October 10th 

7:30 All participants will meet in the lobby to walk to the University Shuttle 
(four blocks from Home 2 Suites by Hilton) 

7:45 The University shuttle will pick up all travelers at the shuttle stop four 
blocks from the Home 2 Suites by Hilton, and drop off all travelers at the 
Milton S. Eisenhower Library for a short walk to CAS.  

8:30 Center for Africana Studies Introductions, Hollis Robbins, CAS Director, 
Chair, Peabody 

9:00 Workshop participants will walk over to Brody Learning Commons rooms 
2030 and 2040  

9:30 - 11:00 

• Welcome and Workshop Staff Introductions, Moira Hinderer and Kim Gallon
• Sheridan Library Introduction  - G. Sayeed Choudury

• Introduction and the significance of the AFRO Newspaper -
John Oliver

v Round table self-introductions, brief reference to each participant’s
scholarly and professional backgrounds and their relevance to the
project
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v Keynote Talk: “From Black Bibliography to the Black Digital: Can the
Past Help us See the Future?” by James Danky

11:00 -11:15 - Break 

11:15 – 12:00  

v The Diaspora Pathways Archival Access Project, Moira Hinderer

v Project Gado Presentation, Tom and Amy Smith

12:15-2:00 -  Lunch at the Center for Africana Studies 

2:15-315 - Presentation of digital newspaper and periodical projects (Journalism’s 
Voyage West Mining the Recorder, Louisville Leader Collection, Media History 
Exchange. BPLP, BPRC) 

3:15-3:30 - Break 

1. Black Press Archives presentations, John Gartrell, JaZette Marshburn, Kenvi
Phillips

2. Review of Digital Tools Options, Mark Cyzyk

6:00 -8:00-   “Celebrating 187 Years of the Black Press” dinner at: 

 Engineers Club 
 11 West Mount Vernon Place 
  Baltimore, MD 21201 
410-539-6914

Saturday, October 11th 

7:30 – All participants will meet in the lobby to walk to the University Shuttle (four 
blocks from Home 2 Suites by Hilton) 

7:45 am - The University shuttle will pick up all travelers at the shuttle stop four blocks 
from the Home 2 Suites by Hilton, and drop off all travelers at the Milton S. Eisenhower 
Library for a short walk to CAS.  

8:30 – Center for Africana Studies  (Hollis Robbins, CAS Director, Chair, Peabody) 
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9:15 – Workshop participants will walk over to Milton S. Eisenhower Library. Brody 
Learning Commons 2030 and 2040 for workshop –  

9:30am-12:00 noon: 

1. Mapping Texts presentation, Andrew Torget, University of North Texas
2. Roundtable discussion to identify the highest need areas – in terms of audience

and materials that are particularly significant, Kim Gallon

3. Roundtable discussion about what historical/scholarly questions should guide the
project, Moira Hinderer

12:15 pm – 2:00  - Lunch at the Center for Africana Studies 

2:15-3:15  

4. Small group sessions- Identify project resource requirements (staffing,
coordination of evaluation and selection process, extent of the project in terms of
items digitized and degree of interpretive content, conditions and workflow for
digital imaging and platform development).  Define institutional contributions,
and the nature and extent of collaboration, participating institutional faculty and
external contributors.

3:15 - Short Break of 10-15 minutes 

3:30-5:00 

5. Define specific action steps for implementation through small group reports

6. Closing	  Remarks



The African American Experience 
and the Archive 

Black Press Research Collective 
October 10-11, 2014 

Appendix 4: Workshop 
Presentations 



MSA - Beneath the 
Underground Railroad 

• National Park Service and Department of Ed.
funded project; 2001-present

• 300,000 names across documents within the
MSA, including: newspapers, slave dockets, jail
records, census records

• Exploring runaway slaves and the Antebellum
world in MD

• Lessons in the importance of metadata,
organization, and cross departmental
development of research tools





Afro-American Newspapers 

• Extensive coverage of both local and
national African American communities

• Moving beyond the page - the black press
as an institution

• Balancing the private archive vs. public
research needs





Duke - Franklin Research 
Center 

• The evolving expectation on the archive -
immediate processing and access and digital
collections

• Description of the digital object as important as
description of the physical object - requires cross
department communication and strategy
(curator, processor, digital team and scholar
communications/copyright)

• Tools of the digital humanities





Thank You! 

 
John B. Gartrell, Franklin Research Center, 

Duke University 



Journalism’s Voyage West:
Visualizing the Growth of U.S. Newspapers
Geoff McGhee, Bill Lane Center for the American West, Stanford University
Presented to Visualizing the History of the Black Press in the United States

Johns Hopkins University 
October 10, 2014



• Environment and Resources
• Economy and Public Policy
• History and Culture of the West
• Data visualization and multimedia
   for scholarship, outreach, journalism

Research Center at Stanford University



ABC News, 1999-2000
The New York Times, 2000-2008
Le Monde 2008-2009

Interactive Media Background

http://www.nytimes.com/packages/khtml/2004/12/26/international/20041227_QUAKE_FEATURE.html?scp=13&sq=deadly+waves&st=m
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/khtml/2004/12/26/international/20041227_QUAKE_FEATURE.html?scp=13&sq=deadly+waves&st=m
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/khtml/2003/07/19/arts/20030719_FELA_FEATURE.html?scp=1&sq=finding+fela&st=m
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/khtml/2003/07/19/arts/20030719_FELA_FEATURE.html?scp=1&sq=finding+fela&st=m
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/khtml/2004/02/18/politics/20040218_px_WISCONSIN_FEATURE.html?scp=1&sq=super+tuesday+2004+results&st=m
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/khtml/2004/02/18/politics/20040218_px_WISCONSIN_FEATURE.html?scp=1&sq=super+tuesday+2004+results&st=m
http://www.nytimes.com/specials/chinarises/intro/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/specials/chinarises/intro/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/images/2001/11/12/politics/recount/
http://www.nytimes.com/images/2001/11/12/politics/recount/
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/khtml/2003/02/01/national/20030201_ss_COLUMBIA_FEATURE.html?scp=4&sq=loss+of+the+shuttle&st=m
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/khtml/2003/02/01/national/20030201_ss_COLUMBIA_FEATURE.html?scp=4&sq=loss+of+the+shuttle&st=m
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/khtml/2003/02/01/national/20030201_ss_COLUMBIA_FEATURE.html?scp=4&sq=loss+of+the+shuttle&st=m
http://www.nytimes.com/packages/khtml/2003/02/01/national/20030201_ss_COLUMBIA_FEATURE.html?scp=4&sq=loss+of+the+shuttle&st=m


Knight Journalism Fellowship at Stanford
2009-10

• Research on data visualization techniques
• Statistics and data science
• Geographic information systems



datajournalism.stanford.edu

Documentary on Data Visualization and Journalism

http://datajournalism.stanford.edu/
http://datajournalism.stanford.edu/
http://datajournalism.stanford.edu/


Looking for Collaborators



Jon Christensen Michael DeAlessi Krissy Clark

The Rural West Initiative: “Visualizing the Rural West”

Daniel Chang Yuankai Ge



100 Years Later:
Theodore Roosevelt, Liberty 
Hyde Bailey and the 1909 
Report of the Country Life 
Commission

What is the State of Rural America?
Blue-ribbon panel studied the state of 
employment and labor, public health, 
education, transportation and 
infrastructure, soil health, water use and 
natural resource protection
Where do matters stand in 2009?



Old newspaper picture





Probabilistic Topic Decomposition of an Eighteenth-Century American Newspaper
David J. Newman, Sharon Block, University of California, Irvine





Streamgraph example by Lee Byron, 2008

Ebb and Flow of Topics Over Time?





While We Waited…
Meta-Analysis of Newspapers

When and Where?



Geo. P. Rowell and Co.'s American 
newspaper directory



Geo. P. Rowell and Co.'s American 
newspaper directory, 1880

N.W. Ayer and Sons American 
newspaper directory, 1911





































Insights















Journalism’s Voyage West

• Three parts:

• Interactive data visualization

• Historical essay

• News article on resilience of
rural papers

PUBLISHED SUMMER 2011

ruralwest.stanford.edu/newspapers







Journalism’s Voyage West

• Eccles family grant to Bill Lane
Center for Rural West Initiative

• Stanford Presidential Fund
support for graduate research
assistants (from CS dept)

• John S. Knight Journalism
Fellowship (for me)

SOURCES OF SUPPORT

ruralwest.stanford.edu/newspapers



Journalism’s Voyage West

• Refresh data set from LC

• Further refine run dates

• Links to original pages

• Improve performance 

• Move from Flash to HTML5

• Open-source the development 
process

POSSIBLE NEXT STEPS



Thanks!

ruralwest.stanford.edu/newspapers

west.stanford.edu

datajournalism.stanford.edu

Twitter: @mcgeoff



Rachel Howard 

University of Louisville 

October 10, 2014 

http://digital.library.louisville.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/leader/


Back story 

Digitized 

in 2011 
(7,146 

TIFFs) 

Published 

weekly 1917-

1950  

Damaged 

by fire in 

1954 

Preserved 

by KSU 
(898 issues + 

fragments) 

Microfilmed 

by UofL in 
1978 (7 reels) 

OSU Special Collections & Archives 

P 03250, R. G. Potter Collection, UofL Photographic Archives 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/osuarchives/2709973933/


Technology: Access 



Challenge: Bad OCR 



Technology: Transcription 

+ Scripto plugin = 



Technology: Transcription 



Technology: Transcription 



Challenge: Selection 



Challenge: Workflow 

http://digital.library.louisville.edu/cdm/landingpage/collection/leader/


Questions? 

URL: http://uofl.me/lib-LouisvilleLeader 

 

Contact: Rachel Howard, rachel.howard@louisville.edu 

 

http://uofl.me/lib-LouisvilleLeader
http://uofl.me/lib-LouisvilleLeader
http://uofl.me/lib-LouisvilleLeader
mailto:rachel.howard@louisville.edu


An impressionistic survey of

open-source software

potentially useful for

Visualizing the

History of the Black Press

in the United States

Mark Cyzyk











































































Others?



http://dirtdirectory.org/



From	  Black	  Bibliography	  to	  the	  Black	  Digital:	  
Can	  the	  past	  help	  us	  see	  the	  future?	  

	  
James	  P.	  Danky	  

School	  of	  Journalism	  and	  Mass	  Communication	  
	  

October	  10,	  2014	  for	  
The	  Black	  Press	  Research	  Collective	  Newspapers	  Project:	  
Visualizing	  the	  History	  of	  the	  Black	  Press	  in	  the	  United	  

States	  
Johns	  Hopkins	  University	  

	  
Thank	  you	  Kim	  for	  the	  grand	  introduction.	  	  	  
	  
My	  duties	  this	  morning	  are	  limited	  but	  daunting,	  for	  this	  is	  the	  
first	  time	  I	  have	  addressed	  a	  group	  of	  experts	  on	  black	  
newspapers.	  	  Over	  my	  career	  I	  have	  spoken	  before	  classes	  of	  
students	  at	  Wisconsin	  and	  elsewhere	  about	  the	  black	  press	  as	  
well	  as	  to	  groups	  of	  the	  elusive,	  interested	  lay	  people.	  But	  
speaking	  to	  experts	  in	  the	  field?	  Not	  at	  all,	  and	  further	  this	  
invitation	  comes	  nearly	  20	  years	  after	  I	  concluded	  my	  most	  
intense	  research	  on	  the	  topic.	  
	  
Here	  I	  will	  make	  an	  assumption	  that	  I	  can	  only	  make	  with	  a	  
group	  of	  your	  distinction,	  namely,	  that	  you	  are	  familiar	  with	  
my	  African	  –American	  Newspapers	  and	  Periodicals,	  A	  National	  
Bibliography.	  I	  do	  this	  because	  I	  want	  to	  analyze	  why	  
bibliography	  attracts	  individuals	  and	  what	  it	  can	  tell	  us	  as	  we	  
negotiate	  the	  digital	  age.	  
	  
But	  first,	  why	  study	  the	  black	  press?	  Or	  for	  that	  matter,	  
newspapers	  in	  general?	  As	  historians,	  we	  know	  it	  is	  too	  
obvious	  a	  place	  for	  our	  research	  to	  start.	  As	  Clarence	  Brigham	  
noted	  in	  his	  Bibliography	  and	  History	  of	  American	  Newspapers,	  



"If	  all	  the	  printed	  sources	  of	  history	  for	  a	  certain	  century	  or	  
decade	  had	  to	  be	  destroyed	  to	  save	  one,	  that	  which	  could	  be	  
chosen	  with	  the	  greatest	  value	  to	  posterity	  would	  be	  a	  file	  of	  an	  
important	  newspaper."	  A	  sentiment	  to	  which	  we	  can	  all	  agree	  I	  
think.	  But	  Brigham’s	  work	  stops	  at	  1820;	  seven	  years	  before	  
Freedom’s	  Journal	  inaugurates	  the	  187	  years	  of	  black	  
journalism	  we	  will	  be	  celebrate	  at	  dinner	  tonight.	  	  
	  
The	  question	  I	  posed,	  why	  study	  the	  black	  press,	  has	  just	  as	  
obvious	  an	  answer.	  As	  "We	  wish,"	  Samuel	  Cornish	  and	  John	  
Russwurm	  wrote	  in	  their	  debut	  issue,	  "to	  plead	  our	  cause.	  Too	  
long	  have	  others	  spoken	  for	  us"	  .	  Afro-‐American	  Presbyterians,	  
black	  colonization	  enthusiasts,	  these	  two	  brave	  men	  were	  
pioneers.	  They	  created	  a	  wholly	  new	  form,	  one	  that	  gave	  free	  
blacks	  a	  voice,	  where	  they	  could	  speak	  to	  the	  issues	  of	  the	  day	  
as	  they	  saw	  them.	  	  This	  simple	  but	  critical	  dynamic	  is	  just	  as	  
essential	  now.	  No	  one	  wants	  someone	  else	  to	  speak	  for	  him	  or	  
her.	  Where	  we	  can,	  we	  want	  to	  give	  voice	  to	  our	  own	  thoughts,	  
just	  like	  the	  founders	  of	  Freedom’s	  Journal.	  	  
	  
As	  newspapers,	  and	  many	  periodicals,	  have	  migrated	  to	  the	  
web,	  their	  paid	  staffs	  have	  declined	  dramatically.	  This	  has	  
exacerbated	  the	  problem	  of	  covering	  black	  America.	  	  As	  part	  of	  
a	  series	  of	  studies	  of	  newspaper	  coverage	  of	  minorities	  in	  
Madison,	  Wisconsin,	  students	  were	  able	  to	  see	  how	  very	  few	  
stories	  beyond	  crime	  and	  college	  football	  and	  basketball,	  were	  
represented	  in	  articles	  of	  color.	  	  These	  students	  in	  the	  School	  of	  
Journalism	  and	  Mass	  Communication	  were,	  however,	  
introduced	  to	  the	  two	  minority	  weeklies	  (as	  well	  as	  the	  GLBT	  
monthly,	  etc.)	  	  Each	  of	  your	  campuses	  or	  communities	  
doubtless	  has	  versions	  of	  this	  media	  ecosystem.	  	  By	  looking	  at	  
the	  mainstream,	  read	  “white”,	  newspaper	  along	  with	  the	  black	  
and	  minority	  titles,	  students	  can	  see	  that	  the	  landscape	  is	  
nearly	  completely	  different.	  The	  personalities	  profiled,	  the	  



issues	  of	  greatest	  import,	  or	  at	  least	  the	  emphasis	  placed	  on	  
them,	  is	  completely	  distinct.	  	  So	  why	  do	  we	  study	  the	  black	  
press?	  Because	  we	  cannot	  understand	  the	  lives	  of	  the	  millions	  
of	  African	  Americans	  without	  it.	  As	  Charlotta	  Bass,	  publisher	  of	  
the	  California	  Eagle	  and	  radical	  political	  activist	  said:	  “Win	  or	  
lose,	  we	  win	  by	  raising	  the	  issues.”	  
	  
The	  question	  posed	  in	  my	  title	  asks	  if	  the	  relationship	  between	  
black	  bibliography	  and	  the	  black	  digital	  can	  serve	  as	  a	  guide	  for	  
future	  research.	  As	  Betty	  Gubert	  wrote,	  “bibliography	  is	  the	  
foundation	  of	  scholarship”.	  Gubert,	  a	  longtime	  reference	  
specialist	  at	  the	  Schomburg	  Center,	  was	  a	  student	  of	  the	  
earliest	  efforts	  by	  bibliographers	  to	  document	  the	  print	  culture	  
of	  African	  Americans.	  	  
	  
The	  American	  Anti-‐Slavery	  Society	  published	  the	  earliest	  work	  
Gubert	  discovered.	  Meeting	  in	  Philadelphia	  in	  December,	  1863	  
for	  their	  30th	  anniversary,	  the	  Society	  was	  in	  a	  mood	  to	  
celebrate	  as	  the	  Emancipation	  Proclamation	  had	  been	  signed	  at	  
the	  beginning	  of	  the	  year.	  While	  Lincoln’s	  signature	  was	  noted,	  
one	  speaker	  described	  the	  President’s	  motives	  as	  base,	  saying	  
that	  he	  only	  issued	  the	  Proclamation	  because	  of	  the	  need	  for	  
black	  troops.	  	  
	  
As	  part	  of	  their	  meeting,	  Samuel	  May	  shared	  his	  Catalogue	  of	  
Anti-‐Slavery	  Publications	  in	  America.	  	  May,	  a	  Harvard	  graduate,	  	  
was	  an	  ordained	  Congregational	  minister	  in	  Leicester	  
Massachusetts,	  had	  joined	  the	  anti-‐slavery	  movement	  there,	  a	  
development	  that	  caused	  him	  to	  lose	  his	  position	  in	  the	  church.	  
Through	  the	  two	  decades	  before	  the	  Civil	  War,	  May	  served	  as	  
the	  General	  Agent	  of	  the	  Massachusetts	  Anti-‐Slavery	  Society.	  	  
In	  this	  role,	  May	  was	  exposed	  to	  the	  books	  and	  pamphlets	  
generated	  by	  abolitionists,	  including	  his	  cousin’s	  substantial	  
collection.	  	  	  	  



	  
May’s	  effort	  to	  document	  African	  American	  accomplishments	  
in	  print	  is	  a	  simple,	  chronological	  listing	  but	  one	  that	  strives	  for	  
a	  comprehensiveness	  we	  can	  admire.	  He	  included	  books	  of	  
course,	  but	  also	  sermons,	  speeches,	  letters	  to	  the	  editors	  and	  
other	  newspaper	  articles,	  constitutions,	  proceedings,	  annual	  
reports	  and	  legislative	  documents.	  	  For	  my	  special	  purposes,	  it	  
also	  lists	  anti-‐slavery	  journals	  including	  the	  name	  of	  the	  editor	  
and	  the	  journal’s	  publishing	  history.	  	  	  
	  
For	  scholars	  of	  antebellum	  African	  American	  history	  the	  nearly	  
three-‐dozen	  journals	  and	  periodicals	  are	  very	  familiar,	  from	  
titles	  such	  as	  The	  National	  Anti-‐Slavery	  Standard	  to	  Frederick	  
Douglass’	  North	  Star.	  May’s	  annotations	  are	  the	  kind	  that	  can	  
help	  students	  who	  may	  be	  new	  to	  the	  field,	  as	  when	  he	  says	  
“Numerous	  journals,	  both	  at	  an	  early	  and	  a	  more	  recent	  date,	  
were	  in	  part	  open	  to	  the	  advocacy	  of	  the	  Anti-‐Slavery	  cause,	  
but	  also	  included	  a	  predominant	  range	  of	  other	  subjects,	  
political,	  sectarian,	  and	  moral.	  Many	  of	  them	  rendered	  effective	  
service	  to	  the	  Anti-‐Slavery	  reform.”	  Haven’t	  we	  all	  reminded	  
students	  that	  the	  goal	  of	  their	  research	  might	  find	  important	  
articles	  contained	  in	  more	  general	  publications?	  
	  
Harvard,	  again,	  produced	  one	  of	  the	  first	  academic	  
bibliographies	  on	  African	  Americans.	  Marion	  Gleason	  
McDougall,	  a	  student	  of	  Albert	  Bushnell	  Hart	  in	  his	  Seminary	  of	  
American	  History	  though	  she	  had	  to	  be	  at	  the	  Harvard	  Annex	  
or	  more	  formally,	  the	  Society	  for	  Collegiate	  Instruction	  of	  
Women,	  later	  Radcliffe	  College.	  McDougall’s	  1891	  Fugitive	  
Slaves	  (1619-‐1865)	  appears	  during	  the	  rise	  of	  the	  worst	  of	  Jim	  
Crow	  but	  also	  introduces	  black	  voices	  into	  the	  early	  academic	  
discourse.	  
	  



Both	  of	  the	  authors	  I	  have	  mentioned	  were	  white	  but	  African	  
Americans	  were	  drawn	  to	  bibliography	  just	  as	  the	  emerging	  
middle	  class	  was	  drawn	  to	  establishing	  colleges	  after	  the	  Civil	  
War	  as	  well	  as	  literary	  and	  historical	  societies.	  	  This	  natural	  
development	  stemmed	  from	  the	  formal	  end	  of	  slavery	  and	  the	  
insatiable	  desire	  for	  education	  by	  African	  Americans.	  	  Robert	  
Adger’s	  A	  Portion	  of	  a	  Catalogue	  of	  Rare	  Books	  and	  
Pamphlets…upon	  Subjects	  relating	  to	  the	  Past	  Condition	  of	  the	  
Colored	  Race	  and	  the	  Slavery	  Agitation	  in	  this	  Country	  appeared	  
in	  December,	  1894.	  A	  postal	  clerk,	  born	  in	  Charleston,	  South	  
Carolina	  	  he	  collected	  and	  sold	  “relics,	  literature	  and	  historical	  
facts	  in	  connection	  with	  the	  African	  race	  illustrative	  of	  their	  
progress	  and	  development”.	  That	  quote	  is	  from	  the	  founding	  
documents	  of	  the	  American	  Negro	  Historical	  Society	  in	  1897,	  
an	  organization	  that	  Adger	  was	  named	  President	  of.	  It	  is	  the	  
need	  to	  demonstrate	  the	  accomplishments	  of	  African	  
Americans	  that	  is	  central	  to	  the	  concerns	  of	  Adger	  and	  so	  many	  
others.	  Think	  of	  the	  work	  of	  Elizabeth	  McHenry	  among	  others.	  	  
And	  bibliographies	  were	  a	  crucial	  element	  as	  they	  created	  the	  
easiest	  method	  of	  demonstrating	  black	  accomplishment	  in	  the	  
19th	  century.	  
	  
There	  is	  no	  more	  central	  figure	  in	  black	  intellectual	  life	  in	  
America	  than	  W.E.B.	  Du	  Bois.	  Born	  in	  the	  same	  year	  as	  the	  Rev.	  
May’s	  first	  black	  bibliography,	  Du	  Bois	  blazed	  a	  trail	  in	  print.	  
His	  dissertation	  at	  Harvard,	  yes	  that	  institution	  once	  again,	  was	  
published	  the	  year	  after;	  he	  helped	  to	  found	  the	  NAACP’s	  The	  
Crisis,	  wrote	  Brownie’s	  Book	  for	  children,	  then	  there	  is	  Phylon,	  
the	  many	  books.	  	  A	  university	  unto	  himself.	  	  But	  he	  was	  also	  a	  
bibliographer.	  	  The	  famous	  Atlanta	  University	  conferences	  in	  
the	  early	  20th	  century	  produced	  landmark	  works	  including	  
three	  bibliographies:	  A	  Select	  Bibliography	  of	  the	  Negro	  
American,	  A	  Select	  Bibliography	  of	  the	  American	  Negro	  for	  
General	  Readers,	  and	  a	  list	  of	  books	  by	  black	  authors	  appended	  



to	  The	  College-‐Bred	  Negro.	  Du	  Bois	  intensions	  were	  doubtless	  
more	  sophisticated	  in	  their	  execution	  than	  earlier	  
bibliographies	  produced	  beyond	  the	  academy,	  but	  the	  overall	  
intention	  was	  still	  to	  provide	  useful	  information	  and	  make	  the	  
point	  that	  African	  Americans	  had	  a	  rich	  history	  that	  they	  were	  
documenting	  and	  interpreting.	  
	  
There	  are	  a	  number	  of	  other	  important	  bibliographers	  but	  I	  
only	  have	  time	  to	  briefly	  mention	  a	  few.	  Daniel	  A.P.	  Murray	  
who	  was	  born	  in	  Baltimore	  and	  who	  worked	  at	  the	  Library	  of	  
Congress	  for	  more	  than	  50	  years	  until	  his	  retirement	  in	  1922,	  
authored	  a	  Preliminary	  List	  of	  Books	  and	  Pamphlets	  by	  Negro	  
Authors	  for	  the	  Paris	  Exposition	  and	  the	  Library	  of	  Congress	  
which	  was	  but	  one	  of	  	  installment	  in	  a	  life	  devoted	  to	  
documenting	  black	  accomplishment.	  	  
	  
I	  had	  the	  pleasure	  to	  know	  Albert	  P.	  Marshall	  in	  the	  last	  years	  
of	  his	  long	  life.	  	  His	  may	  be	  a	  name	  unknown	  to	  some	  of	  you	  but	  
his	  genius	  should	  be	  readily	  comprehended.	  	  Marshall,	  a	  
graduate	  of	  Lincoln	  University,	  was	  a	  librarian	  at	  a	  number	  of	  
HBCUs.	  Marshall	  observed	  that	  while	  libraries	  at	  Lincoln	  and	  
other	  black	  institutions	  subscribed	  to	  African	  American	  
periodicals,	  the	  students	  and	  faculty	  made	  too	  little	  use	  of	  them	  
as	  they	  were	  not	  included	  in	  the	  usual	  indexes	  such	  as	  Reader’s	  
Guide.	  Rather	  than	  bemoan	  the	  sad	  state,	  Marshall	  determined	  
that	  he	  would	  create	  what	  became	  A	  Guide	  to	  Negro	  Periodical	  
Literature	  beginning	  in	  1941.	  	  When	  each	  of	  us	  thinks	  our	  
academic	  burdens	  are	  too	  much,	  consider	  what	  Marshall	  did.	  	  
Working	  at	  Winston-‐Salem	  State’s	  library,	  Marshall	  adapted	  
the	  subject	  headings	  from	  Readers	  Guide	  and	  then	  began	  
indexing	  black	  serials	  such	  as	  Journal	  of	  Negro	  Education,	  
Negro	  Traveler,	  and	  Phylon	  on	  3x5”	  cards	  which	  he	  filed	  in	  a	  
shoebox.	  	  Then	  he	  typed	  mimeograph	  stencils	  and	  ran	  off	  
copies,	  mailed	  the	  guide	  (first	  edition	  was	  100	  copies)	  at	  an	  



annual	  subscription	  price	  of	  $2.70.	  That	  price	  brought	  you	  an	  
annual	  accumulation	  as	  well	  as	  a	  3-‐ring	  notebook	  to	  store	  it	  in.	  
As	  his	  contemporary	  Dorothy	  Wesley	  Porter	  said	  later,	  
Marshall’s	  work	  was	  “a	  great	  breakthrough”	  in	  the	  long	  
struggle	  to	  collect,	  organize	  and	  make	  accessible	  in	  a	  
systematic	  way	  writings	  by	  and	  about	  people	  of	  African	  
descent.	  	  	  

Today	  as	  we	  discuss	  how	  the	  history	  of	  the	  black	  press	  can	  be	  
made	  visual,	  we	  build	  on	  the	  work	  of	  earlier	  generations	  of	  
librarians,	  scholars,	  and	  citizens	  who	  were	  determined	  that	  the	  
written	  accomplishments	  of	  African	  Americans	  would	  be	  
collected,	  preserved,	  and	  made	  accessible	  to	  everyone.	  

Thank	  you.	  



Appendix	  5:	  Black	  Press	  Survey	  Responses	  

John Gartrell, Director, John Hope Franklin Research Center for African and 
African-American History and Culture, Duke University 

Visualizing	  the	  History	  of	  the	  Black	  Press	  in	  the	  United	  States	  Workshop	  
October	  10	  &	  11,	  2014	  	  

1. Do you believe that the Black Press is under researched?  Why or Why not?

I do believe the Black Press is under researched. There is are a few things that 
lead to this perspective for me. One, with the move to mass digitization of 
microfilmed newspapers, many of the "comprehensive" newspaper databases 
are only a raction of the overall number of the newspapers of record for various 
communities. This in turn causes a great deal of historiography to be repetitive 
in the bibliographic sources of the press. True, there are a good range of black 
newspapers that have been digitized, but certainly not enough. 

2. What are the critical areas of need in terms of research on the Black Press?

Again, there are a number of bibliographic references to articles within
histories, but there is still a lot of work to be done to connect the paper as an 
instituion to the communities they covered. There is a symbiotic relationship 
between the paper and it's readership, one that often time took decades of trust 
(evident by the number of papers that died off due to lack of support). Much like the 
black church is widely considered the epicenter of the black community, the black 
newspaper, particularly given it's influence in politics and business, should be 
framed in the same light.  

3. What are the greatest challenges of conducting research on the Black Press?

Newspapers, by nature are a coperate enterprise, and beyond the physical paper, 
much of what we know about the function of the paper has to be pieced together 
from fragments of former publishers and staff. Howard University's MSRC efforts 
to document the black press were a critical first step at trying to create a more 



comprehensive archival home for these publications. Convincing extant publications 
to open their doors for historical research is key. 

4. Please list extant Black Press data sets and newspaper collections that you would
like to see digitized and/or visualized:

Atlanta Daily World, New Amsterdam News, Afro Newspaper (all editions),
LA

5. What scholarly works on the Black Press or on the digital humanities have you
found most useful?

Haywood Farrar, The Baltimore Afro-American 



JA-‐ZETTE	  MARSHBURN,	  AFRO	  AMERICAN	  NEWSPAPERS	  

Visualizing	  the	  History	  of	  the	  Black	  Press	  in	  the	  United	  States	  Workshop	  
October	  10	  &	  11,	  2014	  

1. Do you believe that the Black Press is under researched? Why or Why not?

I	  do	  feel	  that	  the	  Black	  Press	  is	  under	  researched	  as	  many	  individuals	  outside	  of	  
African	  American	  community	  fail	  to	  understand	  the	  breadth	  of	  the	  reach	  of	  the	  
Black	  Press.	  Beyond	  scholarly	  researchers,	  genealogists	  and	  family	  historians	  
have	  always	  understood	  the	  importance	  of	  the	  Black	  press	  and	  how	  it	  can	  be	  
used	  as	  a	  primary	  document	  within	  the	  realm	  of	  research.	  

2. What are the critical areas of need in terms of research on the Black Press?

The	  critical	  areas	  of	  need	  is	  making	  the	  stakeholders	  and	  creators	  within	  the	  
Black	  Press	  understand	  what	  they	  actually	  have.	  The	  owners	  and	  former	  owners	  
of	  Black	  Press	  organizations	  need	  to	  understand	  the	  immediacy	  of	  preservation	  
of	  their	  content	  as	  well	  as	  having	  the	  physical	  and	  intellectual	  control	  over	  their	  
institutions’	  output.	  Many	  of	  these	  organizations	  have	  either	  destroyed	  or	  
donated	  their	  collections	  and	  its	  records.	  In	  some	  respects,	  many	  organizations	  
simply	  fall	  assign	  themselves	  to	  benign	  neglect	  of	  their	  analog	  materials	  while	  
that	  same	  practice	  cannot	  be	  utilized	  for	  digitally	  produced	  and	  distributed	  
materials.	  

3. What are the greatest challenges of conducting research on the Black Press?

The	  greatest	  challenges	  in	  conducting	  research	  is	  knowing	  where	  to	  look	  for	  the	  
most	  comprehensive	  collection	  of	  not	  just	  the	  articles	  but	  the	  reporting,	  photos	  
and	  unedited	  musings	  that	  were	  used	  to	  create	  the	  final	  product.	  Few	  Black	  
Press	  organization	  contemporary	  and	  defunct	  have	  an	  archives	  and	  those	  that	  
did	  possess	  a	  “morgue”	  of	  their	  materials	  do	  not	  know	  where	  their	  materials	  



now	  exist.	  Another	  challenge	  is	  having	  a	  comprehensive	  digitized	  microfilm	  
collection	  of	  African	  American	  newspapers	  and	  then	  finding	  public	  institutions	  
that	  subscribe	  to	  the	  databases	  that	  have	  these	  collections	  available.	  

4. Please list extant Black Press data sets and newspaper collections that you would like
to see digitized and/or visualized: 

Because	  the	  extent	  of	  my	  research	  is	  for	  the	  editorial	  and	  publisher	  
requests	  of	  the	  Afro	  American	  Newspaper,	  I	  would	  like	  to	  see	  a	  
comprehensive	  databases	  of	  all	  editions	  of	  the	  AFRO	  outside	  of	  the	  
university	  setting.	  

5. What scholarly works on the Black Press or on the digital humanities have you found
most useful? 

My	  research	  is	  within	  the	  AFRO	  American	  Newspaper	  and	  those	  scholarly	  works	  
within	  the	  Archives	  field	  that	  elucidate	  its	  professionals	  on	  the	  best	  practices	  of	  
administering	  and	  advocating	  for	  small	  organizations	  and	  underutilized	  
collections.	  These	  works	  usually	  exist	  within	  the	  scholarly	  journal	  The	  American	  
Archivist	  as	  well	  as	  listserv	  discussions.	  



Jane Rhodes, Professor and Chair of American Studies, Dean for the Study of Race 
and Ethnicity, Macalester College 
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1. Do you believe that the Black Press is under researched?  Why or Why not?

Yes. Too many scholars “use” the black press as a resource but do not see it as 
an institution central to African American history. The cliché of “The Black 
Press and The Black Church” as black America’s community foundation is not 
reproduced in scholarship. There is far more attention to religion than to the 
press. I think this is related, in part, to a lack of scholarly training about the 
press and media history; few researchers really understanding the economic, 
political, and social dimensions of the press. 

2. What are the critical areas of need in terms of research on the Black Press?

• Attention to the inner-workings of press organizations; the personnel, the
business management/challenges, the technologies, the communities they
serve, how decisions are made, etc.

• Focus on the role of the black press as an agent in key political movements
and transformations

• Focus on the role of the black press and a conduit of cultural values and
norms; as an incubator for cultural innovation

3. What are the greatest challenges of conducting research on the Black Press?

• Access to extant copies of publications

• Access to records and archives

• Lack of interest among publishers, grants organizations and foundations



4. Please list extant Black Press data sets and newspaper collections that you would
like to see digitized and/or visualized:

• The Amsterdam News (New York)

• All of Marcus Garvey’s periodicals, particularly Negro World

5. What scholarly works on the Black Press or on the digital humanities have you
found most useful?

There is a dearth of influential scholarly works that center around the black
press; many are a decade or more old. I really like Anna Everett’s Returning
the Gaze even though it is usually located in film studies. Adam Green’s
Selling the Race does a terrific job of plumbing the role of Johnson
Publishing and the Associated Negro Press. Also Pat Washburn’s A Question
of Sedition is a classic.



Jim Danky, Future of Print Project, School of Journalism & Mass Communication 

Visualizing	  the	  History	  of	  the	  Black	  Press	  in	  the	  United	  States	  Workshop	  
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1. Do you believe that the Black Press is under
researched?  Why or Why not?

Yes, and it would be useful to quantify it. Perhaps one 
could do a study of the number of times the black press is 
cited in footnotes in major history journals given the 
ubiquity of electronic sources.

2. What are the critical areas of need in terms of research on the
Black Press?

The Black Press deserves to be studied itself, to assert
itself as a critical part of journalism history; but it also
needs to be represented in any and all works of
political/social/cultural historical inquiry. And not just
the full text titles like the Defender, Sentinel,etc.

3. What are the greatest challenges of conducting research on
the Black Press?

Lack of digitization, especially after 1923. Many if not
nearly all such titles could have their copyright status
cleared easily. This is critical because the interest is on the
last century, not just the first century of the black press.



4. Please list extant Black Press data sets and newspaper
collections that you would like to see digitized and/or
visualized:

See above.

5. What scholarly works on the Black Press or on the digital
humanities have you found most useful?

Chronicling America
Readex’s products



	  

Khuram	  Hussain,	  Assistant	  Professor	  of	  Education,	  Hobart	  and	  William	  
Colleges	  

Visualizing	  the	  History	  of	  the	  Black	  Press	  in	  the	  United	  States	  Workshop	  
October	  10	  &	  11,	  2014	  	  

1. Do you believe that the Black Press is under researched?  Why or Why not?

Yes. Within my field of educational history, the Black Press is seriously under 
researched and underutilized in informing our understanding of the past. This is 
particularly concerning because much of the historiography post-Brown vs. 
Board of Education is concerned with the intersection of race, politics and 
education. Yet seminal works, such as Diane Ravitch’s (1990) The Great School 
Wars, only reference mainstream national and local press, even when trying to 
illustrate the perspectives of Black activists, intellectuals and educators. Even 
studies that draw on the Black press, such as Jack Dougherty’s (2005) 
exceptional local history More than One Struggle, often draw on local Black 
press without putting local press in conversation with national Black press.  
2. What are the critical areas of need in terms of research on the Black Press?

I will speak very specifically to my own scholarship here. First, Black Press 
needs to be researched in terms of the politics of place or critical geography. For 
example, many national papers helped not only cultivate “imagined 
communities” at a national and international level but they often did so in ways 
that were at times informed by a multiplicity of local communities. This was 
possible through the community-orientation of some of the papers. I think this 
needs some deeper digging into. Second, Black Press needs to be researched for 
its contribution to mainstream social views and attitudes. For example, in my 
work, the contribution of the Black Press to popular conceptions of multicultural 
education is not well examined.  
3. What are the greatest challenges of conducting research on the Black Press?

Access. Much of the Black press is stored in research university basements on 
microfilm. Those historical Black Presses that operated at a smaller scale are 
often bundled in with other “underground” newspapers adding another barrier 
to access. Furthermore, students and researchers are less likely to explore these 
papers than they are to review mainstream papers that have been digitized. 
Those historical Black papers that have been digitized have enjoyed greater 



study and use in recent years and eased the challenge of conducting research on 
the Black press.   

4. Please list extant Black Press data sets and newspaper collections that you would
like to see digitized and/or visualized:

- The Black Panther Intercommunal News

- Muhammad Speaks

5. What scholarly works on the Black Press or on the digital humanities have you
found most useful?

- Michael Fultz (1995). "‘The Morning Cometh’: African-American
Periodicals, Education, and the Black Middle Class, 1900-1930,” The
Journal of Negro History 80 (3):  97-112.

- Rodger Streitmatter (2001). Voices of revolution: the dissident press in
America. New York: Columbia University Press, 2001.

- Todd Vogel (2001). The Black press: new literary and historical essays,
Piscataway, N.J.: Rutgers University Press.



James	  Grossman,	  Executive	  Director	  of	  AHA	  
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1. Do you believe that the Black Press is under researched?  Why or Why not?

There’s a lot of good work; there’s a lot of good work left to do.  It’s like most topics, 
although I do admit that some things have probably been worked to death (or 
irrelevance).  It would be nice to know more about reading black newspapers.  But 
that’s hard evidence to find.  And I’m guessing we can do all sorts of neat stuff with 
data mining. 

2. What are the critical areas of need in terms of research on the Black Press?

Readership.  What new can we learn about content from data mining?  Especially in 
terms of thinking about diversity of press.  What is the range of perspective?  How might 
a comprehensive analysis of content of black press help us to get a broad view of the 
range of ideas swirling around black communities at different times and places? 

I’m also guessing that we can learn more about African American business 
patterns from advertisements. 

I’d like to learn more about religious newspapers 

3. What are the greatest challenges of conducting research on the Black Press?

Frustration that so much just hasn’t been preserved, especially from 19th century. 

4. Please list extant Black Press data sets and newspaper collections that you
would like to see digitized and/or visualized:

Are there any sources comparable to Chicago Defender “shipping list” for other
newspapers?.  I wonder what digital work an do with ads.

5. What scholarly works on the Black Press or on the digital humanities have you
found most useful?

Have not done enough reading lately in these to have much useful to say.  I find much 
work that is on digital humanities, as opposed to simply using digital methods, to be 
difficult to engage. 



Chella Vaidyanathan, Liaison librarian for the Department of History, Center for 
Africana Studies, and the Program in Latin American, Sheridan Libraries, Johns 
Hopkins University 
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1. Do you believe that the Black Press is under researched?  Why or Why not?

As I don’t have the subject expertise in this area, I am answering this
question from the perspective of a liaison librarian. When I did a quick
search in WorldCat for “African American press – history,” I was able to
locate more than 400 books for this topic. A similar search for “American
press – history” retrieved more than more 5100 books. Hence, it seems like
the Black Press is under researched.

2. What are the critical areas of need in terms of research on the Black Press?

Sorry, I don’t have the subject expertise to answer this question.

3. What are the greatest challenges of conducting research on the Black Press?

I think one of the greatest challenges of conducting research on the Black
Press might be getting access to the newspapers, particularly those that are
not well-known.

4. Please list extant Black Press data sets and newspaper collections that you would
like to see digitized and/or visualized:

Maybe local newspapers from small towns? It looks like the following titles might
be possible candidates for digitization.
a) California Eagle

b) Buffalo Challenger

5. What scholarly works on the Black Press or on the digital humanities have you
found most useful?



a) Burdick, Anne. Digital Humanities. Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 2012.

b) Carter, Bryan. ed. Digital Humanities: Current Perspective, Practices,
and Research. Bingley, U.K.: Emerald, 2013.

c) Cohen, Daniel J., and Tom Scheinfeldt. Hacking the Academy: New
Approaches to Scholarship and Teaching From Digital Humanities.

d) Gold, Matthew K. Debates in the Digital Humanities. Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 2012.

e) Kelly, T. Mills. Teaching History in the Digital Age.

f) Schreibman, Susan; Ray Siemans, and John Unsworth, eds. A
Companion to Digital Humanities. Malden, MA: Basil Blackwell, 2004.

g) Terras, Melissa., Julianne Nyhan, and Edward Vanhoutte. Defining
Digital Humanities: A Reader. Farnham: Ashgate Publishing Ltd, 2013.



	  

Earnest Perry, Associate Professor of Journalism and Coordinator of the Doctoral 
Teaching program, Missouri School of Journalism, University of Missouri 
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1. Do you believe that the Black Press is under researched?  Why or Why not?

Yes, I believe the Black Press is under researched, but it’s getting 
better. The main obstacle is time and access to material, which is 
what I hope this project will address. 

2. What are the critical areas of need in terms of research on the Black Press?

There are several critical areas. There needs to be more research on the relationship 
between the Black Press and various civil rights organizations, which is something 
I’m working on. There also needs to be more research on individual newspapers 
and their relationships with the communities they served. 

3. What are the greatest challenges of conducting research on the Black Press?

The greatest challenge is locating and making accessible newspapers. ProQuest, 
Readex and others have locked up many sources and the cost is prohibitive to some 
scholars and institutions. 

4. Please list extant Black Press data sets and newspaper collections that you would
like to see digitized and/or visualized:

I would like to see the Kansas City Call, Oklahoma Black
Dispatch, Houston Informer, Cleveland Call and Post to name a
few. Some issues are available on ProQuest , but not as many as
you might think.



	  

5. What scholarly works on the Black Press or on the digital humanities have you
found most useful?

When available, I have found the Chicago Defender, Pittsburgh 
Courier, Atlanta Daily World and the California Eagle very useful. 
However, using ProQuest can be expensive for my institution. Because 
of the time period I work in and some of the subjects, it has been more 
useful for me to go to archives and libraries to obtain information. 
Sometimes was visiting the archives I’ve found old newspapers and 
other Black Press material that would be very useful for researchers if it 
were digitized.  



	  

Benjamin Fagan, Assistant Professor of History, Benjamin Fagan 
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1. Do you believe that the Black Press is under researched?  Why or Why not?

I think that the Black Press is certainly under researched, especially if we think 
about “research” on the Black Press as constituting more than simply using the 
papers as vessels for information. The first reason that I think the Black Press is 
under researched is accessibility (especially of early newspapers, and papers not 
located in urban centers). Even with digitization, most papers remain inaccessible to 
most people, including scholars who are not at universities with well-funded 
libraries. And even those papers that have been digitized are often poorly presented. 

2. What are the critical areas of need in terms of research on the Black Press?

Especially in terms of early papers, one of the hardest things to nail down (and this 
is something I’ll address in the next question) is readership. Who actually read a 
black newspaper, and how they read it, remains largely a mystery (at least in terms 
of the early Black Press). This dovetails with the question of distribution. Digital 
visualization could be especially helpful in tracking at least an idea of where papers 
went, so that even if we can’t know for sure who read them we can make provisional 
arguments about the reach of a certain paper. 

3. What are the greatest challenges of conducting research on the Black Press?

Again concerning early black newspapers, the lack of substantial records relating to 
readers, distribution, financing, etc., presents a real frustration for those of us 
trying to deal with such issues. The papers themselves sometimes give these kinds of 
information, but are notoriously unreliable.  

4. Please list extant Black Press data sets and newspaper collections that you would
like to see digitized and/or visualized:

I’m not sure about extant, but I think that some of the most important papers that 
haven’t been digitized are those outside of the major urban centers. In the 19th 
century, for example, there are scores of small papers that pop up in places like 
Troy, NY, that don’t receive nearly the attention of the New York City papers (I’m 
as guilty of this trend as anyone). In terms of extant papers in the early period, most 
of what I work with has been digitized, but the quality is incredibly poor. Many of 



the scans of the Provincial Freeman, for example, are unreadable, and the 
cataloguing of early papers is dreadful. So I’m most interested in getting good 
quality scans up there, accurately catalogued, and out from behind paywalls 

5. What scholarly works on the Black Press or on the digital humanities have you
found most useful?

Again, as always, coming from the early perspective, Frances Smith Foster’s work 
has been foundational for my own research, as has Eric Gardner’s. Frankie 
Hutton’s The Early Black Press in America is also a great resource. Chapters in 
works by John Ernest, Carla Peterson, and Elizabeth McHenry have also been very 
useful. There is also an excellent digital edition of poems in the Weekly Anglo-
African by R.J. Weir and Elizabeth Lorang in Scholarly Editing. This is the one 
piece of work on the early black press in the realm of digital humanities that I’ve 
found really useful.  
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Appendix 8: Workshop Photos
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